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MY LORD, 


Have adventured upon the Publication of this 
Diſcourſe to the World, 4s a poor Teſtimony of 
my Obedience to. Your Lordſhips Pleaſure. Up- 
rightne of is my Subje&; and the Great Example of 
RINCE , fo whoſe ſe Memory you pay homage. 
Reli Religion ſhines in fuch Inſtances , and borrows new 

from the Pattern ; nay Martyrdom it ſelf looks 

Roa? and the Blood ( thus ſhed) paints its Glory. 
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EPISTLE DEDICATORY. 


It is one Miſtake im the _ ns on Titles as 
neer. Names ; When as th auce :Noble Effetts., 
ihd are_ ſuch g ſhadow to Vitue, ml {nofuar P 
by: tbllowing, If. Goodneſs giver Heniour 2 real 
grace , Honour pays it back in opinion ; therefore the 
uſefulneſs that is :3n:1t renders! it-a fit Objet of our 
regard : However alone it cannot profit the Perſons, 


Sihout Goodneſs be dned. 7 F_ 

Jou (My_Logrp). have a great ſhare: in Temporal 
Dignity ; Your try'd worth has recommended You to 
Your Prince, and the ſtedfaſt Integrity of Your Aftings : 
The firſt provokes Envy , and the ſecond Love to ac- 
knowledge it. Jour Paſtneſs to the Cyurcn © 
45 Tell known, and. the. employment of Your Power to 
oblige. May God continue You an Inſtrument in His 
Service , eſtabliſh You. with Hi Grace, and 'preſerve 
in You a Goodneſs as well as Greatneſs of Name ; 
Which 1s the earneſt Prayer of , X 


UT LORD, 


Tur Lordſhips moſt obtaient 
Servant and Chaplain, 


HENRY, BacsSHAW: 
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PSALM xXXXvij. 37. 


Mark the perfefF man, and bebold the 
upright , for the end of that man is peace. 


T has been a perplexing Queſtionin all Ages, 
|| and by all ſorts of Religions entertain'd ; 
why Good and Evil ſhould be blended and 
mixt ; and without any ſhow of choice diſpenſed 
amongſt Men in the Grome courſe of God's Pro- 


vidence ? This indifferency of atting in humane 
Afﬀairs , has made Heathens. co conclude, that 
eo | an 
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an uncertain Chance governs the World ; nay, it 
has further prevailed upon true Worſhippers to 
ſuſpend the exetcile. of their Faith , though not 
utterly to deſtroy the root of it. And ſuch a 
kind of — the Church was ſubje& to in 
David's time; whence this Pſalm was written for 
their cure, who through weakaels of fleſh took 
ſenſe for their guide, and the #utward ſurface of 
things for theit argutnent to build on. By the one 
they fell under a F agew.d of fight ; by the other 
they had emptineſs for theit objeft. Therefore he 
ſets them in a ſure way of conſidering Events , 
and that is to mark and examin them with their 


underſtandings; to take their flight beyond pre- 


ſent appearances to the ends and periods of things ; 

where the ſubſtance of Beings is diſcern'd, becauſe 

the truth of their ſtate is laid open. Otherwiſe 

we ſhould be all apt to miſtake, and ready to 
ronounce a falſe judgment. : 

So a litle before my Text, he acquaintrs us 
what imagination he had when he firſt ſaw the 
wicked man, whom he preſently compares to 
the green bay tree ; as Tooking frefh and gay in the 
otnarrent of power, though blood likely was the 
moiſture that fed it. His Impyels and his crimes 
they flonriſhed together , and an tmpions hand 


becarne "the planrer of his glory ; o that the 
Prophet thouyhr at che farft glimp CT 
0 


UMI 


— — 


betoze the King, 1 : 3 
of his condition to be moſt deſirable : Bur lo! 
the exit of all ; He paſſed by, and as wot ; yea Þ yer y6 
ſought bim , (lays the Plalmiſt) but he could not be 
found: As if all that greatneſs. he beheld , were 
rather {ome image in fleep (where fancy ſports 
with its own creation) than a real object without , 
preſented ro the beholder. 

Who is it now he oppoſes to that wicked man, 
or propounds to us devoutly to regard? Ir is 
the perfett and upright Worſhipper ; and the end 
he aſſigns him 1s peace, or a glorious reward , 
notwithſtanding-thole ſeeming blafts in his life- 
time, and the apparent ruins of his ſtate , when 
(like a Cedar cur down) he leaves upon the earth 
the ſad reverence of his fall. 1 

Mark the perfeft man , and behold the upright ; for 
the end of that man 1s peace. 

I know'the ow read theſe words in the 
abſtra&, which is followed coo by ſome other 
Tranſlations; butthe Hebrew-Text , and the ſcope 
of the Pſalmiſt (nor to ſpeak of our own Bibles) 
will juſtifie the ſenſe have mentioned. And ſo - 
I intend to handle them ,, where: we'may conſider 
three things : Fr | | 

Firft, A Duty enjoyn'd: Mark and behold; 

that is, 4s from a. watch-tower look far off 
and obſerve. wad HoW-. Gy 

Secondly, The Subje&twherein it is a—_— 
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The perfect and; upright. man ; which in- 
cludes alſo.. the .oppoſite party , the evil 
_ doer. | io 
Thirdly, The Fruit or Effect of this Obſer- 
vation : Which is ro diſcern a- diſtin&neſs 
of end, -namely., theupright man's peace 
or reward ; which. neceſfarily ſuppoſes the 
others puniſhment. | 
I ſhall caſt the two firſt into. one propoſition , 
which js:this : zo 1  LOEE5 
That we) ought; to be heedful Obſervers of 
God's Providential Rule in the World , and par- 
ticularly of his Diſpenſation to his People. 
Asfor heeding his Rule inthe general, 

1. The Uſefulneſs of 'the Work, | 
. 8. hy Excellency .of : our Faculties calls 
or it. | 
-:1> The: :Uftulnels of .the Work; ſince by an 
exactneſs of ſearch we dilcover not only. a-Hand 

of Power, but. an Eye of Wiſdom, in turni 
the Wheel.; where all thecourſes of it are ſervice- 
able to God's: Glory., :and the. intricacy. of its 
motians beings abouc the. accompliſhment oof chis 
Deſigns. Thereſult of this Diſcovery is increaſe 
of Faith, ſettlemetitof Mind, and a cloſe depen- 
dency upon the. Supreme... .Do, but regard the 
Throne above , you will regard too the Chain that 
3s tyct: to) it ;: how inmoveably God holds oy” 
TIES a x tne 
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| the Links. of Cauſes, not to be broken off, nor 


alter'd , but by His ſpecial appointment.” Did 
we thus mind the order of the whole Frame, 
the connexion of Events, and God's care to up- 
hold what he has purpoſed , a Spirit of Atheiſm 
would quickly vaniſh ; and the Light of char 
Theater we walk'iin, would at once convince and 
reform us. 

2, The Excellency of our Faculties calls for 
ſuch a beholding. ' For God has planted in us 
contemplative powers as well as ative ; nay , the 
=_ and ſpiritual exerciſe of the Soul lyes in the 
ormer. Ir is the ſubliming of our Underſtan- 
dings, the exalting of our Reaſon, the great 
prerogative of our Beings, to view God and his 
Works: He is continually viewing them and 
Himſelf; and we ſhow the noblenels of our de- 
ſcent from Him, when thus employ'd in our 
ſpeculation. 

If you regard the actions of Senſe, here Brutes 
do furpals us; and the pleaſures they enjoy , are 
more accurate , becauſe they have no higher per- 
fe&tion to ſeek after : But' the height of Man's 
Faculty , that leads him to the belt Objects, it 


breaks the force of a ſenſual delight, fince he has 


an incelleftual Viſion to purſue; Now a chief 
part- of this Viſton is God in his Providence; 


where the Mind is taken up with the fight of 


Ordes 
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Order and Beauty in the Creation ; of Omni- 
potence and Knowledge in the Rule ; of Labour 
and Conſpiracy in Beings to thoſe Ends appointed 
them; and having theſe things for irs Idea's , it 
growsenlarg'd and beautified by what it receives. 
Whether then we attend to the advantage of the 
Employment , or the dignity of our own Na- 
tures, we may eaſily conclude , that a conſidering 
ſpirit is required of us; which if laid aſide 
through any carnal temptation, Man thereby as 
well as his Intereſt is forlaken. 

Thus much briefly for marking Providence in the 
general — But that which more particularly 
Dinds us to obſerve, is God's Diſpenſation to his 
People. For God walks in his Church, as in a 
Garden of Pleaſure ; He.delights in thoſe Plants 
He ſets, prunes and dreſles = and ſhows by 
the {ingulariry of His care, that they are the Fa- 
vourites of his Government. The World is but 
waſte ground, and altogether ſubject to a common 
mfluence ; the Sun enlightens, the Wind blows, 
the Rain waters, but the true Hubandry is reſerv'd 
for the Paradiſe he has choſen. Here He has 
hx'd his Dwelling-place , and here He exhibits 
his loving-kindnels; all the method of his Diſci- 
pline tending to the improvement of the Soil. 


Yer leſt we ſhould take wrong meaſures in- our 


notice, as 'it relates ro' the governing of his 
| Chil- 
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Children , theſe Rules muſt be followed to di- 
rect us. 

1: Thar:God , who preſcribes to Himſelf one 
method for eternally ſaving , preſcribes none for 
temporally ruling thoſe He ſaves. In the one, 
He acts like a Judge , where a certain ordey is let 
up; in the other, like a Soveraign , where a per- 
te&t freedom is eſtabliſhed : So that the variety of 
models and forms, - which are ſeen in the condu& 
of his People to happineſs, ought not to infer 
any neglect, bur the uncontrollable liberty of his 
Power. 

2. That outward Bleſſings are not gifts of 
choice, nor the proper donatives of His hand. 
They may adorn indeed the uprightneſs of a cauſe, 
but not diſtmgwſh it; which has ſurer characters 
to be known by , and aright founded upon better 
Titles, thanan Idolater or an Uſurper can plead. 
We all find that even the worſt of Men canurge a 
fucceſs, and the honour of that portion they enyoy, 
as a moſt plauſible defence of their aftings; there- 
fore if marks of Grace were not otherwile placed , 
God's love to his People would be loſt , nay the 
Juſtice of his Government deſtroyed. Thirdly, 
we mult obſerve , | 

\'2. That the End of his Government bein 
ſpiritual, he carries it on ſometimes by an 
ways, and leads his Servants thorough a -— 

path, 
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pach, though at other times he draws out his 


Lights , I mean the miracles of his ProteCtion ; to 


confirm his Church in a Belief of his Promiles. 
So then, his Methods being various, his outward 
Bleſſings undiſtinguiſhing , and his End ſpiritual 
in his. Rule , our contemplation of a Saiar ought 
to be -pure and refin'd ; abſtracted from thoſe 
accidents he meets with in the World ; and how 
ſevere ſoever his changes be, yer our judgment 
upon them ſhould be unchangeable , fix (like 
God's purpole) on his reward. 'The perception 
of things in Religion is at a diſtance, whereas 
Senſe requires a neerneſs of the Obje&t. _ To take 
a _ of Nature, is to approach near to 
particulars ; but to take a proſpect of God's Go- 
vernment, 15to ſtand a far off and behold. There- 
fore no concluſion ought we to form , but by 
comprehending the Stage of the whole Life ; we 
muſt not judge upon a- preſent view of perlſe- 
cution, flight, routing of Armies , and an eclipſe 
of Glory (which the beſt of Princes has- been 
ſubje&t to) bur carry our Eye forward to the laſt 
rays of the temptation , when he receives a crown 
of life. 
4 What we are to mark in our Lord Chriſt, the 
| ſame ſhould be obſerved in his Followers, firſt 
the Sufferings of the Croſs, arid then the Triumphs 
of the Throne : To ſtopin the way, and divide 
our 
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our proſpect, is to render it deformed ; ir is to 
fill it with ſhadows , and not with light ; to view a 
hand in the cloud, gathering together ſtorms and no 
bleſsings. Whoever would chink to know the beau- 
titul proportions of any Being , mult conſider it 
atthe full, and not in the ſeparated and divided 
parts of it; ſo the work of Providence in gover- 
ning a Saint, ought entirely and pars to be 
a. upon. - For we do but libel ic by taking 
it in pieces, but we learn to adore it in the 
whole. 

Pythagoras makes his Wiſeman to be Yeapove ovroa 
wi ywoptior, a Spectator of Beings and Events ; 
and to enter into the World, as into an Olympick 
Game, there to regard all paſlages; bur. this 
neceflarily does infer a ſuſpence of judgment *rill 
the prize be obtained ; which ſhould he ler looſe 
to all the accidents of the Combat, in ftead of wil- 
dom he would a& folly ; fince it is the Eye of a 
Fool that is always ranging to an uncertainty. Who 
is there can poſhbly determin the conditions of 
Men from an immediate beholding of their courſe 
here ? Does not God often ſhuffle humane Afairs, 
turn and caſt them, and make his outward Admi- 
niſtration in States a kind of mockery of Man's 
Knowledge , where the difference of perſons is 
loſt for ſome time, and conſequently the ability 
of diſcerning ? If any difference be found , - Is 

C that 
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that which offends; and that is, when the per- 
fe& and upright Man falls, and (what adds 
weight to his overthrow) perhaps cauſed by the 
hand of ſome proſperous trumphing Malefactor ; 
which ſeems at the firſt fight , as ill an Object 
of contemplation, as the PiQure of a Temple 
burnt and deſtroyed, with the Breaker up of : 
. Temple paſſed by. Yer however it becomes a 
Chriſtian to mark, and to keep his Eye fixt in 
the mid{t of turnings; the podience of Faith is 
expected from him in his ſtanding , that ſothe 
evidence of Faith may ſucceed. — Which brings 
me tothe Third Particular in my Text, viz. 

The Fruit or Effet of this Obſervation. And 
that is to diſcern a diſtin&nel(s of End betwixt the 
righteous and the wicked. For the end of the 
righteous is peace, Or a glorious reward ; which 
unayoidably . ſuppoſes the others puniſhmenr. 
And here two Queries naturally ariſe : 

1. Why God ſhould defer to the laſt His 
diſtinguiſhin care of- his People , and not ap- 
point them his Bleflings in a bright courſe of his 
Providence ? 

- + In what reſpects a diſtin&neſfs, of End be- 
comes viſible to an Obſeryer ? 

In. anſwer tothe Firſt, concerning God's delays 
of emaguiſhing his People, ſome alledge the. 
abſalutenel(s of his Dominion, as a malt ſarutying, 
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round for ſuch a difpofal. Bur here the doubt 
Rill returns : For Dominton may be a Rule to 
fubjeft our Wills, bur not ro fertle our Underſtan- 
dings. The Mind of Man is too free to be bound 
up with that Notion, and ftill feeks ro enquire 
further. What then will fully facisfie it in its 
fearch ? It mult be convinced of the Juſtice and 
Wiſdom of his Proceedings; for thele are rwo 
Attributes that ſtrike our Reaſon with the excel- 
ltency of their luſtre, and can filence the cavils 
of a Diſputer. If then his Juſtice and Wiſdom 
may be made out for appointing ſuch a way , no 
room is left for any ſ(cruple to ger in. | 

Now Juſtice reſpefts us in its exercite , whereas 
Power is but a Miniſter to him that uſes it. And 
how Juſtice reſpe&s us will appear , in that our 
corrupt Natures require the method of an Aﬀi- 
Aion, and the Principle of Grace (there infus'd) 
needs ſharp proofs to corroborate it in its acts, and 
co teſtifie its ſoundneſs to the World: 

He that will bur conſider the corruption of our 
Natures , how deeply printed their m— are , 
and by what a ſinfulnefs of praftice farther con- 
kmed . muſt needs conclude , that thoſe Evils 
we ſuffer are truly, penal ; and conſequently our 
meriting of the ſcourge, acquits'our Joter from 
the ryranny of inflicting it. The Rod that hum- 
bles our carnal ſtrength , -it loads roo our conſciences 
2 wath 
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with its burden, and tells us when we are bruiſed, 
that we have guilt likewiſe, to compleat the 
miſery of our torment. God, who i righteous in 
all bis ways , and holy in all his works, brings no pain 
upon any of us, but what our own fins duly 
deſerve : The ſtorm comes from above ; bur it 1s 
ſome vapour below, that has bred it. Earth and 
Man's heart are alike faral in their productions ; 
they nouriſh in then the ſeeds of a tempeſt, and 
(ending them ” towards Heaven , darken that 
Region where they come, and turn its influence 
to oppreſs us. Upon this account, none of us 
can repine or tax God's dealings, that will. but 
ſeverely examin himſelf, and read the ſinfulneſs 
of his own aCtings ; whence he may ſoon pick 
2 Comment, out of the blackneſs of that Evi- 
dence, to expound and interpret the fad accidents 
of his life, as a convincing Argument of God's 
Juſtice. 

Again, the Principle of Grace (infus'd into. 
our Natures) does juſtly exact the diſcipline of 
ſuffering ; thar ſo ir may grow up and ſpread in 
our Souls, under the benefit of that tryal ; and 


ſhow the Divineneſs of its original , by all the 


hardſhip of perſeverance. Faith, Hope, and Cha- 
rity, abide weak in their infancy , whenuntryed , 
and (which is another reproach to that ſtate) the 
truth too of their birth is ſuſpe&ted. Nothing, 
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gives the ſpiritual Man fuch lite and vigour as a 
temptation : Not that rd it ſelf it. can caule either , 
but occaſionally it conduces to his improvement ; 
for affording him the matter of -a rehiſtance, his 
Graces are thereby quicken'd and rais'd; and 
when the temptation is beaten off, their true 
birth from Heaven is dilcover'd by the nobleneſs 
of their Conqueſt. So then, thoſe temporal 
evils God ſends, are to be reckon'd no otherwile, 
than a juſt diet He preſcribes; their ends and uſes 
are proper to the Patient ; whereby the equity of 
the Sender is always preſerv'd, though the In/tru- 
ment many times that conveys them , contracts 
guilt in the Service. Where now is the wrong 
offer'd a Saint, if vaſt rewards be defign'd, and 
crofles only decreed to fit and prepare him ? He 
that can complain here of Injuſtice , may as well 
complain of hard ſeaſons thar ripen fruits , or the 
laying of Taac under the knife , which ſecur'd the 
Inheritance to the Child. 

As God's Juſtice is thus cleer'd; ſo his Wijdom 
is no leſs evident , in the. appointment of thoſe 
croubles in life before mentioned. 

For it is an a&t of Wiſdom to ſure wages: with- 
works ; and ſo Heaven being the higheſt pay , . 
He wiſely. exa&ts from us the higheſt perfor- 
mance. But this in ſuffering c 7 which as 
it is the beſt proof of our loye to God , fo = 

moſt. 
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molt eminent -mark of our courage ; by how 
much- the greater difticulry we undergo of re- 
prefling - our fears, and- keeping our ſelves firm 
and immoveadle in a good purpoſe. Upon this 
ſcore: of difficuky ir is , thar paſsive valowr is de- 
ſervedly p_ before aftive ; as giving us lar- 
ger proofs of a generous reſolution in the En- 
counter. For to him that ſuffers, evil is preſent , 
and thereby ſharper upon his mind; nay it is 
farther edgd in its ſharpneſs, by ſeeming ro come 
from the ſtronger party ; which makes the force 
of -ir more terrible; laft of all, length of time is 
required for the exerciſe , wherein Nature is apt 
to flag and diſſolve ; ſo that here three diſcou- 
ragements lye in his way, which yer he coura- 
gioufly breaks. thorough : And they are , ſenſe of 
evil; opinion of his enemy ; and a weariſome trouble of 
the time. But none of theſe are found in him 
that brukly attempts danger ; who regards evil as 
future , and ſo removes the {mart of its ſting ; 
who with the mind of a ſuperiour ſets on it, and 
fo learns before hand tocontemn it, laſtly , who 
needs bur a ſudden heat to evidence his courage ; 
and fo keeps freſh his ſpirits inthe employ. Here 
then lyes the advantage of a Martyrs ſuffering , 
that he has every thing to daunt him in hi: veer 
whereas the Heroes of this World find cafinefs 
in-their hazards., which leftens the glory of their 
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trimph. Hence God wiſely puts us to that 
noble wyal of bearing the Crols, and ſo follow- 
ing our Lord; which bcing the ntmolt pitch of 
our reſolution for his Service, Happineſs is duly 
rated by that price He demands, 

But there .remains a ſecond Query to be dif. 
cuſſed, viz, in what relpects a diſtin&tneſs of 
End becomes vilible to an Obſerver. 

For, 1. Peace in this place cannot be limitted 
to a temporal deliverance, though Man ſeems 

operly the judge of it; and Scripture too af- 
ho s ſome pregnant inſtances of choſe happy 
periods of an Affliction : So Noah was freed from 
the toſlings of the flood, and (like his Ark) reſted 
in. peace : So Joſeph was taken from the pir and 
the dungeon, to end his days near the Majeſty 
of 2 Throne; and David (the Author of this 
Pſalm) could experimentally confirm the Mer- 
cies of a change : Others roo I might reckon up, 
that had a ſenhibletaſte of God's Promiſes before- 
they were ſummoned to their graves. How- 
ever, ſhould we admit it ina ſenſe (o reſtrained, 
we muſt exclude out of our profpett whole Ar- 
mies of Saints, that neither knew, nor would accept 
deliverance , that they might obtam 4 better reſurreFtion.. 
And where is the remarkable end of theſe, or 


What pompous finiſhing of their lives, without 


you'll ſay Swords and. Axes made it up, and the 
| Heroik 
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Heroick Courage of the Expe&ters ? Either then we 
muſt take it in. a wider Notion, or poorly limir 
it to a few; where right is not ſo much done 
themin a record of God's Bleflings, as injury to 
others by our ſilence. And as a bare temporal 
deliverance is not here meant , ſo neither, in the 
ſecond place, 

2. Can wereſtrain itto Immortality of Bliſs ; 
for though that contain in it all the ſubſtance of 
peace , yet being an mviſible reward, it is above 
the conſideration of our outward man ; therefore 
we muſttake it in the wideſt extent, where both 
the Eye of Faith and the Eye of Senſe may joyn in 
the teſtimony. 

As for the Fye of Faith, .it is moſt open and 
cleer when the End of the Righteous 15 come. 
His Death gives it a quiet view, and the darkneſs 
of the Scene is removed by the light of Eternity 
breaking in. While he ſleeps, it awakes , and de- 
If befully expatiares ove: his Joys ; for it is now 
like a Mariner ſet on ſhore, and ſtands fate upon 
fixt ground , whereas Shipwracks at Sea did be- 
fore diſturb the-apprehenlion ; 1o that it can with 
a.compoledneſs of thought contemplate his Blſs, 
anſwerable to the ſoftnels of his repoſe. What- 
ever diſtrations it might meet with in his lite , 
they are all buried with the Sufferer.; the doubrs 
and ſcruples are taken away ; and no more is 
God's 


vefore the Kung, 


God's care of him called in queſtion, ſince ir ſees 
him as it were putin poſleſfion of a glorious In- 
heritance. "Thus a Saints deceale procures a 
double liberty ; firſt ro himlelt , from the ferters 
of a calamity ; next to the Faith of a Beholder , 
from the prejudices of the World. 

But is the Eye of Senſe alike capable of fatil- 
faction ? And can we be entertain'd in our out- 
ward man with a true pleaſure of beholding him ? 
We all readily grant it upon the fight of a recom- 
pence, and a iccehul cloſe of the righteous 
Man's days. None ſtumbles at Providence in 
that Sun-ſhine ; nay his bare ſetting im light has that 
ſtrengch of luſtre, as ro reflect it back upon his 
paſt troubles. But how can the SpeCtator be 
ſecured from falling, while he is viewing the At 
of ſome black Tragedy ; when the vail of go- 
vernment is drawn over a Saint , and he ſeems to 
be given __ above to the luſt of his Ene- 
mies! To ſtand in that cale ſeems very hard, by 
reaſon'ot the ſadneſs of the ſpeftacle. And yet 
even here, if we would take but dire&tion, we 
may ſtill ſafely look on ; becauſe there is proper 
matter for Senſe to regard , and from thence ro 
form the Notion of Peace. 

And this is grounded upon a threefold re- 
marque : | 
1. Of the Caulſlc. 


2. Of the Manner. | 
2. Of the Conſequences of his End. 
Firſt, the Cauſe has a-byightneſ# in it to ſtrike our 
Senſes, when we-ſee Truth and Juſtice, Religion 
and Piety, ſingly maintain'd ; and the Seal of 
Martyrdom cheerfully embraced in the midſt of 
rerrours from an- armed' multitude , where Power 
and Viftory might be Pleaders of- Right , but Blood 
and Sacriledge thee Overthrowers. And fo the primi- 
tive Confeſſors powerfully convinced the Heathen 
' World, by a-{ingle-maintenance of their Caule. 
Alone they triumphed - in what they profeſled , 
becauſe alone they ftood up Champions to de- 
fend ; whence thoſe that ſaw them , fell from 
viewing to wonder ,- from wonder to love ; and 
love ealily ended in their Converſion. Neither 
is this inſtance reſtrained:tothole times , but eve 
Age can produce one ; and let. God's Call bur 
warrant the like appearance , the goodneſs of a 
Chriſtian profeſsion, - as it will arm a Saint to acknow- 
ledge it, ſo it will juſtifhe him to any enemy, by 
the conſtancy of his defending. 
-. Next, the manner 1s vidtble-, when- we ſee in 
the Witnefſer meekneſs and charity-, faith and devotion 
match'd and joyn'd; which ſpeak of themſelves 
a tranquillity of mind , a-compaſsion for Sinners , a 
conſcience of Glory , and laſtly a fitneſs tor Heaven. 
A ſtout defence is nothing, without Grace to 
accom- 
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accompany it ;- 'for both Hiftory and Experience 
can furniſh us with Examples of the vanity of that 
zen ; but where 'Grace does attend, it then be- 
comes-proclaimer -of a good-confeſsion ; it 'erefts' x 
Scaffold for fame and martyrdom together.” And fo 
the Saints of old , by the manner of their depar- 
ture prov'd the gloriouſneſs of their End. A 
heavenly flame appeared in their as, -which di- 
rected the Spectator to look upward when riey 
dyed. And this kind-of Religious Spirit all true 
Martyrs are endued with; therefore to behold 
them in their laſt part, with what piery th 
manage it , — tothe rules of their Bleſſed 
Saviour, 1s to be alike convinced of the truth of 
their ſtare, and what a Kingdom above is prepar'd 
to receive them. X 

Laſtly , the conſequence will declare it ; when 
we ſee the upright Man's Name -and his Poſterity 
flouriſh; and the concern of Juſtice in his revenge, 
firſt by a general confuſion of things , afterwards 
by a Gena puniſhment of his Perſecutors; Pillars 
and Monuments being every where built upon 
the Ruins of his Adverſaries, to direct us in our 
Gaze, and confirm us in this Trath , That Inno- 
cence alone has the Authority-of Execution , when 
the Majeſty of its Defender is gone. It now other 
Ages we cannot recur to for one perfect Inſtance 
in every particular, -our own can richly afford ir 


D 2 us; 


20 A Sermon peeached 

us; for we find the conſequences cleerly exemplified 

in our late Prince, as well as the cauſe and mamer 

of his End; ſo that the Demonſtration here is 

compleat, and the very Eye of Senſe can bring 

in its teſtimony , that the end of the righteous is 
ace. - 

I would not be thought to anticipate the Faſt , 
which by a particular accident is removed ; bur 1 
am ſure the Day of the Fact, and your own Me- 
mories, no accident can change. This is that 
Fatal Time , wherein a Glorious Martyr prepared 
for Sacrifice , with all thoſe Ornaments of Virtue 
that either a Soveraign or. a Chriſtian could pur on , 
and a bloody Enemy {eemed over him to prevail, 
with all thoſe Crimes that Rebellion or Hypocriſie 
can contain : Therefore by mentioning the time 
now, I do bur pay it its due debt, and prepare 
your humiliation for the morrow. 

It is not for me to atrempt His Character, 
whoſe Life was the exact Tranſcript of His Reli- 
gion; His Government, the repreſentative of His 
Goodneſs, His Writings Princely, as if the Pen 
were His Scepter ; but withall humble and cha- 
ritable , as if none. had. oftended Him , laſtly , 
His Sufferings all _ a lively Expreſſion of 
Chriſtian Graces, and a full. Argument in themſelves 
to reveal the righteouſneſs of his Caule. 

As little can I deſcribe the guilt of His Meurde- 
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rers ; Whole Inſpirations were killing ; their Faſts 
w a Solemnity to devour ; who mixt their breach 
of Divine Law with the mockery of its Maker; 
and to ſhow wickedneſs was ripe, with an im- 

udence of inning invaded that Head, where 
the Oyl one would think were enough to protect 
it from danger. All that they could poſlibly 
boaſt of, was the current of proſperity for ſome 
time. But Chriſtian Obſervers thouid weigh 
their End, as the Heathen Voraries did not mind 
the Garlands about the Heads of their Beaſts, bur 
the Altars they were led to : They might indeed 
(like thoſe YVifms) break looſe for a while , but 
could not properly be ſaid to ſhare in a delive- 
rance : The Peace they enjoy 'd was bur a diſturb'd 
ſlumber before death , but an unpleaſant Feaſt before 
Execution. Who can have confdence-to affirm , 
That Pharaoch (who drowned ſo many Infants) 
had yet redemprion from plagues , when an expia- 
tory deluge was to ſucceed ? Or that Abab (who 
could Geallow a poor Man's Vineyard at a Faſt, 
and cruelly mingled the blood of the grape with the 
blood of him that owned it ) had yet peace in his days, 
when an Arrow was made ſharp to pierce him ? 
No more can we call thole YVifories Mercies, that 
were conſtantly waited: on by greater judgments ; 
and we find by the Fall of thoſe that had them, 
that to build impious Trophies upon. the. Graves of 
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Princes 'is to build upon ſacred ground , that will 
ſink them. | 

But paſling by this Subje&t, I come now to 
infer ſome uſetul 'Truths from a general beholding 
of ſuch Examples. Andherel ſhall ſhow 

1. The neceſſity of converting our ſpeculation 

into a Religious Practice. 

2. The benefit of being upright betimes in or- 

derto our Peace. . 
3. The folly of Irreligion , whereby a future 
peace 1s utterly excluded ; neither has ic 

a preſent onefor its reward. 

1. The neceſſity of converting our ſpeculation 
into a Religious Practice. 

When \ Plalmiſt bids us to mark the upright , 
it 1s not a meer direction to our eyes , but to our 
ſteps likewiſe ; and our gaze little avails us, if 
if 1t reform not the ns on. The Chriſtian 
Watch-tower is quite different from the Worlds ; 
there the Watchman ſtands fixt,, viewing his ſpace, 
and lazily meaſuring the courſe of another; and 
the reports which are brought to him from ſenſe , 
never alter his poſture begun : But here we are 
. bound to turn and move, labour and ſtrive in our 
Office of obſerving ; firſt advance our Reaſon to 
ſee the race, and then work our Wills to purſue 
it. Indeed a bare ſpeculation is meer foleciſm in 
Religion ;- awork contradictory to the main end : 

We 
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We! ablurdly ſet againſt rhe deſigns of Providence , 
if we uſe not Inſtances to promote Piety , and 
the ſcope of his Laws, if our light be not ſervice- 
able to guide us in duty. 

God in his Government abroad , leaves exem- 

lary proofs, to train us up for his Service ; and 
by exprels Commands in his Word, farther en- 
forces the obligation ; .theretore a naked Theory 
of things is lo far from becoming an ornament to 
our Natures, tha it rather increaſes their guilt , 
by a flat reliſting of his Will. 

I know the contemplative powers enlarge our 
Souls ; but they are the ative thar better them 
the former give them the ſubtle of ſpirits , bur 
the latter crown them with goodneſS. And it is 

oodneſs alone that qualihes us for Heaven ; 
whereas ſubtilry may belong to the Angels con- 
demned ; who retain their height of diſcerning , 2s 
another addition to their plague; for they reap 
nothing by it, bur a fuller ſenſe of their pains. 
Would we then give our "Theory a right advance- 
ment'? Practice with it mult be joyned : Ir is co 
no purpoſe to glory in marking and beholding , when 
ircannot ſeparate us from Hell. 

They are but Falle-Prophers, that ſee and are 
not obedient to the /iſion ; 1o they are bur Falſe- 
Profeſſors, and will finally perith in deceiving 
their own Souls, that conſider the upright Man 

ul 
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in his ways, but are never wrought to imitation. 
Balaam we read could get up to a high mountain, 
that he might ſee the utmoſt part of God's Tſrael : 
From the top of the rocks he ſaw , and from the hills 
he beheld them : Bur taking the coldneſS and bar- 
renneſs of his ſtation, he was utterly loſt jn that 
view; when it filled him with delight , bur not 
with love; chain'd up his fancy , bur left his cor- 
ruption ſtill free. But whoever aſcends Mownt 
Sion , he aſcends fruitfull Fill : He contemplates 
the righteous in their path , and by treading that 
path , enriches his proſpect. 

2. The benefit of being upright berimes in 
order to our Peace. 

Peace is a ſummary of all Bleſſings, a moſt 
comprehenſive word to denote the Perfection of 
our ſtate; and being 265 -=qyy reterr'd to our 
end, it implyes the ſecurity of our Happineſs. 
Now the perfeftion of our ſtate is in nothing more 
furthered, than in an early following the righteous 
Man's way ; fince it creates a preſent , and eſta- 
bliſhes roo our future repoſe. As for thepreſent 
Good we enjoy, it is perhaps unknown to the 
reſt of the World, becaule it lyes deep in our 
Souls, and their workings we know are inviſible 
ro others; yet however the foundation of our 
quiet abides the ſame; and it lyes in an effectual 
reſtraming of our unbridled deſires, in a powerful 
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aſſwaging of our griefs and fears, and a thorough 
k-ta the a of 4149 rs ; All theſe 
advantages a timely a rg briags with it ; 
and eyery Saint may diſcern them un; himſelf ; 
which is a ſufficient allay to his outward troubles. 
What an caſe muſt this be in the midſt of ſuffe- 
ring, to look within, and find there every thing 
ſtill and cleer , the affehons being calm'd, and the 
enditements of ſm made void ? Nay , this is not 
all; bur God comes in with. the conſolations of 
his Grace , to feed; and refreſh the inward man; 
ſo that could the World here make an inſpection, 
it. would be forced to confels of the 

Walker , that not-only his: exd, but all his progreſs 
is peace. > 4d nd; 

Let us next conſider his future ſerclement, where 

you may behold him even in his death-bed (as 
if it were the ſtage of his triumph) how undaun- 
tedly he encounters the terrour of'\ what ap- 
proaches, with all the pleaſure of a'refletion. 
And he is ſupported in it rewo ways : 

1. He knows the ſpring of his repentance was 
pure in its firſt riſe, which begers an aſſu- 
rAnce. 

2. That he has the teſtimony of after-fruirs to 

| confirm it. | | 

Whence he joytully meets that'grim Serjeant,and 

while he is baling hin forcibly to reſt, he excuſes 
the roughneſs of the ſeizure. E Bur 
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Bur this-peaceable kind-iof ſpirir aJate-prnitent is 
deprived of" as:hevs:0b all fongur'in the perfor- 
mance. Forid bochtheſeqeſpeeishis comfort fails, 
when in the pangs of -extrenmy! he ſeeks his God ; 
though rhrough the: mercy of that God he may 
be laved. iti: 34:33 154 36 5033. J0977 wi 
. His farſtuhiſcouragernear. s;' that heknows'not 
che purity - ob the; fþrmg;, whence his repentance 
roceeds ; nor can: cerrainly-conclude , that ir'is 
a-fikal.love ; bur» rather/a flaviſhifear', that 4s the 
rye 'of: che current [teak . he fees 'is 
Lafore him , andalb hole evils that accompany 
ic ; whence he: may well doubt -thoſe tears ro be 
falſe which flow Gem him ,':and deſtructive:roo 
in their falſhood, by a ſhipwrack of his Soul. And 
s not this: want! of. evidence {ufhciently 2ormen- 
ting, though the Soul ſhould be priviledged with 
happineſs, fince thereby all ſenſe of it-is gone, 
and che”. ſting only” retained: of ' paſt -pleatures ? 
While irvthe meantime , the upright” Liver con- 
tinues down his peace by a regifter of his atings , 
and brings at the very laſt gaſp atull and entire 
ſpirit: to- cloſe: with his apprehenſion of coming 
'oOyes. ST 
: His next diſcouragement is , that an after-teſti- 
mony of good fruits 1s cut off, to confirm him in 
his fears, For how canſuch a teſtimony be pro- 
diced, -when he preſently dyes/after repenting ? 
- £04 Whence 
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Deatube fartorded: with dork ſpidows., beckufe 
ao'\fpace? is Jeſt" hin*d'/prove"thb ſinterity of 2 
good purpoſe: > And *what an Ag niet de- 
partute;/, of this kind be (hot graczous ſoeyer 
Godbe iti accepring) When" the pit fiks?*we 
refle&t on, keen our minds , and a furure up- 
rightneſs is denied us? whereas the perfeft Man 
has the' credit and ſupport of a 'good ſtock before- 
hand, -and improving it'alt —— His Deach- 
bed'; he-car quickly" rely upon Divine Mercy”, 
as pardoning hus frailties, 4nd expeCting no longer 
proofs of- obedience. If 'then we: value che 
- Peare of Conſcience 'as well as the other of Im- 
mortality , holineſs of Life muſt be antecedeht , 
for the better compaſling of our end. gfe 

It remains I ſhould ſhow in the third place; 

3. The folly' of Irrehigion, whereby a futhre 
peace" is utterly excluded ;* nejrher has it 4 preſent 
one for its reward. Now the Folly of it is mani- 
feſt , ſince it neither diſcovers a life of reaſon, 
which provides for gob4 in the ſucceſs9 ; no hor 
a life of fenſe , *whieh  provides' for. at immediate 
gratifying- of -our Wills. The ſucceſsion of good is 
cut” off,” when- our future happmeſs is obſtructed , 
and'an”inimiediute gratifying of 'us'is Jemed*, while 
Tur contienies ry the Souls 7 How thee Gan'there 
be wiſdew! i the *parſtit of Impiety , where 
at E 2 
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there is neither hope to tempt , nor enjoyment to 
ſatisfie ! The Obje& of a, Man's choice muſt be 
either. fome- preſent. or future pleaſure ; the paſt is 
not, becauſe not poflible to be enjoyed ;. there- 
fore when ,no time can adminiſter delight in a 
Fees” of fin, "what. motive, is there in i.to al- 
lure 18.2..;; - Rigg ooo Dior NO 4 

As to.the poſhbilicy of. attaining to future peace 
in a vicious cuſtome, it is conllediydifowned 
by the Profane who are, conyinced., that their. 
want -of Title does. ſufficiencly! baffle: their Plea ; 
alt *chey can pretend to' is the projec, and here. 
lyes the myſtery of ſms deceit , that it. colours an 
evil with ſuch paint , as to, hide-it from him that 
laid it on. | 41 1{ 20 
' Man carnalty reaſons for the corruptions of his 
life, and forgets the falſhood of their covering. 
He paſſes by the madneſs of courting a moment , 
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and conſiders not the, laſtingneſ# of its puniſhment... 


Whar then -is Conſcience wholly dead, that ic 
ſhould not wound the Eyil-doer 2 Has it-quite 
loſt jts edge or a&tivity in his, Soul'?-Why then 
does it ſo generally invade, Mankind , perplex their 
Spirits in fulfilling of their luſts, rack them in all 
their ſenſual delights, and grow upon their pains, 
proy.d in the: World; ang zo, break gheir-peoce in 
the commiſſion of ſin, two Images hautit chem 


like a freſh Execucigner,? Fox, ſo s.che force of cit 


« 


(of 


OO - _—<_ — 


defoce the King. 2g 
(of an equal terrour) God' and the Righteonſne 
of his o—_ All-then a Sinner _- jeſ 
beſt is but. a ſhert -ſuſpence of his trouble; and 
whether the ſuſpence be not a greater a& of 
hoſtility from his Judge, he may well queſtion. 
There is no tempeſt (o hurtful as the calm before 
it ; where the face of danger is ſmoothedup ,” and 
death ſuddenly conveyed. Fael's bottle f milk Judg. 4 1 
was more deſtructive to Siſera , than the hammer 
in her band: For by giving him that drink, ſhe - 
laid him faſt aſleep to be lain; 

But beſides pangs of mind , and a more dan- 
erous Lethargy, if they be wanting ; let the 
wicked Man ſhow any colour for peace, by being 
fhll'd with::what he enjoys. Behold! he is as 
much a ſtranger to an eaſe of fulneſ#, as he is to a 
reſt of deſire ; ſo that there is war in his. Very 
Feaſts, to which he ſeems moſt cheerfully pre- 
pared. Nothing of the Creature can ſatisfie him, 
and therefore. every thing is. his. diſturber;; he. 
wanders for. good, and: finds none ; he - craves 
variety of Objects, and is punifhed by-doing ſo-: 
For he is thereby diſtracted in his choice , and has 
all the labour of an uncertainty. Go now and pur- 
ſue the pleaſures of fin ; Walk-in: the. ways of thy 
beart, and. in the fight of thine eyes ;, but withall 
cell me at the ſame time , whether thou haſt true 


cauſe of rejoycing, when thou. treadeſt a fools 
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I need no more inſiſt on-this Subject, - and ſhalt 
therefore beg leave 'more - particularly-to make 
Application. 
To be ſpeedily Religious-is the higheſt Cha- 
rity to-our lelves; nay (to add ſomewhat more) 
our beſt homage to Princes. For we thereby ſecure 
to them their Peace, and eſtabliſh their Throne , 
we encompals them abour- with: God's Bleſlings , 
and bring Heavenly Forces to their Cauſe.- Bur 
National Sins raiſe Storms , ſer up Hills of pro- 
vocation to. plant battery againſt that very Seat , 
which God has fixt by his Power. Nothing fo 
trditerows as Vice, nor fo diſloyal as Iniqnity; and 
we have all ſadly experimented the efficacy of its 
treaſon , wherein vile Inftruments had never 'pre- 
vailed over ſuch Authority of Power ,” and Majeſty 
of Goodneſs, bur that general guilt was their Arms; -- 
Who now, that conſiders the 'advaticemetit'6f 
holy 
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holy. living , will not contribute what ihe;canta 
his-own-;\nay his Princes Glory ; -endeavour-/38 
a Chriſtiah to purchaſe a Crown, and as a Chrilban 
ro:defend' one? In the mean while, let no In+ 
ſtance of proſperous finning tempt us to the pra- 
Rice of any-corruption;; : for all profpericy bt ithar 
kind- is :but\the guilding of 4 ſtorm ; .vwohere God. , 
hides the Evil He intends , that He might double 
Men's ruin by the ſurpriſe. It was a true ſaying 
(chough Jezabel ſpoke it) Had Zamri! peace that 
his Maſter ? So Men may thoroughly execure 
che worlt Crimes , but that liberty allowed them 
is their-plague ; and their want of peace (as the 
conſequent- of their deeds) is a fufficiene motiye 
to — 427 virwitny "Wt x Micdl 
Neither ſhould any be terrihed with thoſe 
croſſes, which are many times the portion of 
God's Children. For how {harp ſoever they be, - 
yet they cannot null the force of His promiſe : 
The promiſe ſecures them from overthrow, 
thou ann from ſuffering. Ir is like that Bow in 
the Clouds, ſer by God for a token of peace, 
Showers indeed do accompany it , but no Deluge. 
And O that we would conlider the reward of 
imward peace , which is ſafely lodg'd in a good con- 
fcience ! where the mind delightfully views-tts 
own acts, and calms the paſsions in the lurvey ;; 
where a viory over {in is followed with triumph , 
and; 


we bebo rod ans: wafeide-ths 
fe rac Þi ing hinyhere, we may 
* OE 4 Einnd inanccher World and Sad chis) 
righrneſs (which is the peace of our Souls) will 
be-the - peace too of our Perſons in 'a Bleſſed 

Ecernity. 
/ Naw: to Gol: the. Father, Son, =! Hits; be 
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eA DV ERTISEMENT.: 


Here is new publiſhed two Recantation-Sermons (Preached at 
the French Churth in the Sevoy by two Converted Romanifts ; 
Me. Del Mate late Preacher Gf © Order of the Carmeliter; 
« De Luzon. Licentiat in Divinity ; ) - wherein the Cor- 
; of the Church of Rome axe;laid- and confuted. 
Both printed Ns end Eres, andfobliy | k” | 
'® "R287 hs 11 $$. 
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